Hi my name is Patrick Koehl.  For those of you I haven’t met, Lisa (my wife) and I have 2 boys – John Paul who just started Kindergarten and Teddy who is in 3 year old pre-school.

Lisa and I stumbled onto St. Josaphat’s ten years ago when we were looking for a place to attend Mass one weekend.  Over the following decade, we have been welcomed into the parish community and St. Josaphat has been the host to many meaningful events for our family including our wedding, the baptism of our kids, the 1st day of school for the boys – just to mention a few.  Beyond these events, the church and community has given us friends, offered fellowship and enriched our faith.  

When we were originally asked to participate and contribute to the capital campaign, my immediate reaction was that asking for money or giving money in the current economy is probably at the absolute bottom on the list of things I wanted to do.  Not to mention talking about it in front of a couple hundred people!  

But, needless to say, Lisa and I spent quite a bit of time talking about it and the thing we kept coming back to was that the gifts we had been given by this community far outweighed any contribution of our time or resources.  It seemed to us that helping to facilitate this campaign and of course contributing to it was a natural acknowledgement of all the gifts the community has given to us. .

OK – so we were sold and would help out – now what about our gift?

As Lisa and I thought and prayed about our gift, we quickly came to realize that we needed to be considering more than just loose change in our pockets – just do the math!  This was more than writing a quick check and calling it done.

What we realized is that our gift had to be about making a sacrifice.  We’ve always been charitable givers, but it was always “in addition to” things we wanted to do for ourselves.  This was the first time we stopped and thought about giving perhaps giving “instead of” some of the things that were on our immediate list.  

Of course, it seems like a bad time for a capital campaign, but the truth is – there is never a good time to ask for money.  It just comes down to whether or not you are willing to make a sacrifice – And maybe it’s always a good time to make a sacrifice. As we thought about it, the phrase that stuck in our mind was from the gospel of Luke where Jesus said, “To much that has been given, much is expected.”

What we have seen since becoming involved in this campaign is people cancelling home improvements and additions and putting off vacations to reallocate resources to the campaign.  It was these actions that inspired Lisa and me to get involved and with this in mind, we made our contribution.  

Ultimately, I think our gift was not so much about how much we were giving, but rather how we thought…and prayed….and thought ..and prayed (and argued) about the sacrifice.  So, I encourage you to spend some time thinking and praying, not just about what resources are currently available – but to what might be a true sacrificial gift based on prayer and careful consideration – a gift that will not only benefit you and your children in an immediate sense through the school construction, but also in a long term spiritual sense.  

Thank you for your time and I hope everyone has a great school year.
